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Directions to the  

Mahaffey Theater 

 
Take I-275 (south from Tampa, north from 

Bradenton/Sarasota) to exit 22 (I-175). 
 

Follow Route I-175 (it will become  
5th Avenue South) to 1st Street South. 

 
The Mahaffey Theater will be in front of 

you.   
1st Street South and 2nd Street South  

are two-way streets. 
 

Follow the directions given by the  
parking attendants. 

Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts, Inc. is committed to 
supporting and presenting all genres of the Performing 

Arts at The Mahaffey Theater and throughout the            
St. Petersburg, Florida area; funding arts education for 
school children and providing its member patrons with 

unequaled services, entertainment,  
and cultural experiences. 

How to Reach Us:  

Class Acts, Mahaffey Theater 

400 1st Street South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4346 

Attn: Class Acts/Perkins Elementary School 
Pony Route #3 

Phone: (727)892-5800 Fax: (727)892-5770 
 

An electronic version of this guide can be found at stpeteclassacts.com. 
 

Tara Schulman 
Curator of Art & Education 

Kim Dennison 
Curriculum Research & Design 

http://stpeteclassacts.com/


About the Show 

An interview with creator  
Johnathan Rockefeller 

 

What made you create  
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show? 

 I have a great fondness for picture books. When 
they’re done well, they distill very complex ideas down to their 
simplest visual form. Great stories told well at the right age 
instill a love of reading for life, and for me The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar was the first book I remember reading. I still        
actually have my copy, albeit it’s very dog-eared right now.  
Look at The Very Hungry Caterpillar. A lot of readers will think 
it’s about a caterpillar getting fat, but the book encapsulates 
the days of the week, counting, nutrition, metamorphosis—all 
with very simple repetition and striking illustrations. I loved 
the challenge of bringing four of Eric Carle’s stories to life with 
all their complexity. 
 

 How did you decide on the order of the  
stories in the show? 

 The Hungry Caterpillar is our grand finale—the show’s 
namesake and the perfect finish to the show as the              
magnificent butterfly.  The beginning of Hungry Caterpillar 
starts with “In the light of the moon…” so it was a perfect  
transition from the night scene in The Very Lonely Firefly. I 
thought Brown Bear was an excellent beginning to the show 
as it introduces each animal one at a time—a fun story where 
everyone knows the words. That left the more  traditional  
story of 10 Little Rubber Ducks to take the second place. 
 

What do you hope audiences will get out of seeing  
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show? 

 For so many people, this is their very first chance to go 
to the theater EVER, just as The Very Hungry Caterpillar was 
their first book. I believe each audience member will see that 
theater is a great way of telling stories.  I also think everyone 
will love the other three stories presented: Brown Bear, 10 
Little Rubber Ducks and The Very Lonely Firefly and I hope the 
show will foster a love of theater and a love of books. We 
place great emphasis on being faithful to the books and want 
to further everyone’s appreciation for storytelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bay Area Children’s Theatre 
3903 Broadway, 2nd Floor, Oakland, CA 94611 

 
Created by 

Johnathan Rockefeller 
 

Directed by 
Simon Trumble 

 
Based on the books by Eric Carle 

 
The BACT The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show Educator’s 

Guide was used as a resource for this guide. 
 



Before the Show 

The Illustrations of Eric Carle 
Familiarize students with the stories represented in the play.   

The following links are video read alouds: 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
The Very Lonely Firefly 
10 Little Rubber Ducks 

 

Engagements:  
Pre-K/VPK - Read aloud each story.  Students will pay attention to the colors, numbers, and animals 
in each story.  Create movements to retell the stories as a class. 
 
Kindergarten - Read aloud each story.  Break students into four small groups and give students one 
of the titles above.  Have each student in the group choose an illustration from the book and then 
tell what part of the story the illustration represents.  Have students share their learning with  
a partner. 
 
1st Grade - Read aloud each story.  Break students into four small groups and give students one of 
the titles above.  Have the groups work collaboratively to retell the story using the illustrations,  
making sure to describe the characters, setting, and events in each book.  Have the groups present 
their retelling to the class. 
 
2nd Grade - Break students into small groups to read each story.  Afterwards, have students work 
collaboratively to analyze the illustrations and create a knowledge product that explains what they 
learned about the characters, setting, and events from the illustrations.  Have each group present 
their learning to the class. 
 
3rd Grade - Break students into small groups to read each story.  Afterwards, have students work 
collaboratively to analyze the illustrations.  What mood do the illustrations create?  What did you 
learn about the character(s) or setting from the illustrations?  Have students create a knowledge 
product that explains their learning and present it to the class. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5bW_US6vaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5bW_US6vaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKLDxiIFFIA


Before the Show 

Theater etiquette is an important part of attending a live stage production. So 

that all patrons have an enjoyable experience at the theater, please share these        

guidelines with your students prior to attending the performance.  Remind      

students to be respectful of the performers and other audience members by           

engaging in responsible behavior. 

• You agree to be on time. Theater is great! It's live! It happens in the moment. You can't   

rewind it. You are an important part of the show and you need to be there from the very 

beginning. The actors are there, so you need to be there, too. Arriving 20 minutes before 

show time is the standard rule.  

• You agree to use the restroom before the show starts to avoid getting up and disrupting 

the performance while it's happening. Once a class is seated, you may visit the restroom in 

small groups prior to show time. Young students must be escorted.  

• You agree not to talk or whisper during the show. If you whisper to your friends during the 

show, you disrupt those around you, and quite possibly the actors. And, you might                  

miss something!  

• You agree to participate. This includes laughing at appropriate times, clapping in               

appreciation for the things and actors you like, and doing other things when invited by the 

actors to do so. It also means paying attention to what's going on by listening and            

watching closely.  

• You agree to turn off all cell phones and other gadgets that may make noise during          

the show.  

• You agree not to take pictures or use recording devices of any kind during the show. The        

material performed on stage is copyrighted material, and therefore protected under              

copyright law from reproduction of any kind without written permission. In addition, the       

Mahaffey Theater is a union house, and union rules prohibit the use of photography and         

recording devices without prior consent.  

• Finally, you agree to give the actors a full curtain call . A curtain call is the actors' final bow 

at the end of the performance. It's your opportunity to show your appreciation for what 

they've shared with you. Please wait until all the actors have taken their final bow before 

exiting the theater. The ushers will assist you in finding the best route out of theater!  



After the Show 

Reflecting on the Show 
Use the following discussion questions to reflect on the play.  Choose questions that 

align with your grade level standards. 
 

About the Theatre Experience: 
• What is theatre? What is the difference between live theatre and a movie or television? 
• Imagine you are an actor on stage. What kind of part would you like to play? How would you like 

the audience to respond to your performance? 
• How were the characters portrayed by the actors?  
• Break students into small groups to think about the different aspects of the production: the set, 

music and sound effects, lighting, and costumes. Compare about what they observed.  
 
About the Stories: 
• What was your favorite animal in the play? Why? 
• The Firefly runs into a lot of different things that aren’t fireflies before it finds other firefly friends 

that are just the same. What things do you have in common with your friends and what is       
different? What qualities do you look for in a friend? 

• Throughout the book, as Caterpillar eats different fruits and other foods, it begins to change. 
What are the ways that Caterpillar changes?  Can you think of other living things that change? 

• The Caterpillar eats different  things  every  day of the week. Think about the days of the week.  
Are there different things that happen on different days for you? Do you eat different things or 
have different activities? Describe what your Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Saturday, and Sunday are like. 

 
Bringing Illustrations to Life: 
• Have students think back to the stories read before the show and their analysis of                       

the illustrations. 
• Think about how the animals were portrayed in the play. 
• In the style of Eric Carle, create a puppet, mask, or illustration that will be a prop to use while    

retelling one of the stories. 



Florida Standards 

LAFS.K.RL.3.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what 
moment in a story an illustration depicts).  
TH.K.C.1.2 Respond to a performance and share personal preferences 
about parts of the performance.  
LAFS.1.RL.3.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events.  
TH.1.S.2.1 Collaborate with others to present scenes from  
familiar stories.  
LAFS.2.RL.3.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words 
in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its  
characters, setting, or plot.  
TH.2.C.1.2 Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a  
favorite aspect of it.  
LAFS.3.RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations  
contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create 
mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).  
TH.3.C.1.2 Watch a play and describe how the elements of light,  
costumes, props, and sound influence the mood of the production.  
 
 

Visit cpalms.org to find out more about the Florida Standards. 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/

